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Uses of Data: 
The Strategic Prevention Framework

Prioritize problems and 

community needs

Build or increase 

community buy in

Prioritize risk factors and 

identify evidence-based 

strategies

Measure success, 

prove value, 

improve efforts 

(outcomes)

ID subpopulations and 

health disparities

Demonstrate value, 

secure funding

Guide adaptation of EBPPP; 

increase community 

awareness; inform social 

marketing



Prevention and Health Promotion: Data Sources and Types

• Publicly available or locally collected
• Prevalence (surveys, deaths)
• Incidence/consequence (hospital, treatment
• Risk factors
• Social Determinants of Health (SDOH)
• Systems resources, gaps and needs



Prevention and Health Promotion: Types of Data

Summary Data
Aggregate (vs. individual cases), 

often sample based and 
sometimes weighted

Raw Data
Individual/item-level data, 

presented as collected, often 
uncleaned and uncoded

Surveillance Data
Real-time data used for monitoring and 

addressing public health concerns; 
often alert-based, hospital data, and 

algorithm-driven.



Interpretation is 
necessary 

to make 
sense of data



The DMHAS 
Center for 
Prevention 
Evaluation   

and 
Statistics 
(CPES) at 

UConn Health

A DMHAS funded Resource Link, coordinated 
and staffed by UConn Health to:

▪ Identify, collect, analyze, interpret and 
disseminate data relevant to substance use 
prevention and mental health promotion;

▪ Track behavioral health indicators;
▪ Develop and maintain an interactive data 

portal for use by DMHAS, its partners, and 
stakeholders;

▪ Share findings via data-driven products, 
reports, epidemiological profiles, and 
presentations;

▪ Provide research and statistical expertise 
and support; 

▪ Provide training, capacity building, and 
technical assistance on evaluation and use 
of data.
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• Master of Fine Arts (Writing)
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Clinical Research Assistant
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• BA in Mathematics and Psychology

• Data analysis, interpretation, 

statistical  software use
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CPES Core Functions



Data Curation

SEOW Prevention Data Portal

 Social Media
  
 Data Products

• Epi profiles
• Info briefs
• Slide decks
• Presentations
• Dashboards

Data Core Team

      Analysis and Visualization Team

      Product Development Team



Evaluation

Develop plans and instruments to 
assess progress, outcomes, and 
impact of DMHAS-funded prevention 
initiatives

Collect and 
compile data

 Share results and 
 recommendations

Project Evaluation Teams

• Partnerships for Success (PFS)
• Preventing Drug Overdose (PDO)
• State Opioid Response (SOR 2, 3, 4)



Capacity Building

Increase the capacity of prevention partners 
to utilize data for needs assessment,  
strategic planning and evaluation through:

 Guidance documents, templates, 
worksheets

 Trainings, presentations, 
 workshops

 TA consultation
  
 Instrument development

Implementation Support Team

• Regional Priority Report process
• PFS, PCC initiatives
• Local Evaluation Workgroup



https://preventionportal.ctdata.org/index.html

https://preventionportal.ctdata.org/index.html


Portal Primary Objectives

Centralize state prevention data related to substance use and mental health to 
ensure consistency and reliability.

Equip prevention professionals and collaborators with accurate and 
comprehensive data to guide the development of regional planning process, 
evidence-based programs, practices, and policies.

Facilitate informed decision-making and strategic planning for positive health 
promotion initiatives with the utilization of the portal’s products.

Enhance the ability to monitor trends, identify emerging issues, and 
measure the impact of prevention efforts across Connecticut through time.



https://preventionportal.ctdata.org/indicators.html

Interactive data visualizations, using cross-
sector data, that describe behavioral health 
characteristics of the five DMHAS regions.

A searchable library matrix with over 
265 indicators across 28 sources, and 
multiple domains
▪National, state and town-level data
▪Searchable by priority 
problem/substance, data level, year, 
source, domain, and key words



• Epidemiological profile fact sheets 
are data products of the SEOW

• Utilize epidemiological data 
pertaining to prevalence, risk 
factors, consequences, impact, and 
populations at risk for existing and 
emerging issues.

• Updated biennially with the most 
up to date data available.

https://preventionportal.ctdata.org/profiles.html

https://preventionportal.ctdata.org/profiles.html


Annotated data 
visualizations 

▪ Graphs

▪ Charts

▪ Maps

Data-driven products:
▪ Presentations

▪ Info Briefs

▪ Reports

▪ Guidance 
documents

https://preventionportal.ctdata.org/products.html

https://preventionportal.ctdata.org/products.html
https://preventionportal.ctdata.org/products.html
https://preventionportal.ctdata.org/products.html


Proposed Portal Improvements

SIMPLIFIED 
LANDING 

PAGE

STEPWISE 
DRILL DOWN 

TO 
DOWNLOAD-
ABLE DATA BY 

KEY ISSUE 

ADDITION OF 
INFOGRAPHIC 

INFO BRIEFS BY 
SUBSTANCE/

ISSUE

Connecticut SEOW Prevention Data Portal — CTData

https://www.ctdata.org/prevention-portal


Featured Products
❖ Epidemiological profiles

❖ Information Briefs

❖ DMHAS Regional Data Stories

❖ Reports

❖ Presentations

❖ Data library/Indicator Matrix



Enhanced Epidemiological Profiles
❖ Data visualizations

❖ Headlines to guide the reader

❖ Comparative regional data 

❖ Optional region-specific sections for 

priority report and local data

❖ Infographic summarizing key points



Connecticut Substance Use Primary Prevention: 
An Interactive Map

Use map filters to explore:
• Funding type
• Prevention strategies
• Overlay community 

type

Hover over towns to  see 
town-level contact, 
funding, and strategy 
information

CPES Prevention Resource Assessment Map — CTData

https://www.ctdata.org/cpes-prevention-resource-assessment-map


ANSWER 
QUESTIONS

CONDUCT 
TRAINING

DIRECT YOU 
TO DATA

PROVIDE 
GUIDANCE

SHARE INFORMATION, 
TOOLS, AND PRODUCTS

What 
can 
we 
do 
for 

you?



Data isn’t  
the story.  

You use data to 
help tell the story. 

–Brian Fanzo



Be in touch!

Jennifer Sussman
sussman@uchc.edu

https://preventionportal.ctdata.org/

https://preventionportal.ctdata.org/
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